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M E PORTO

1ANS CITIZENS

(Continued Irotu Pago Nino

Remarks by Morse.
Mr. Morse of Wisconsin Mr. Speak-

er. In the three mlmitos which have
boon granted mo It will not be possl-bl- o

to nuiko any nrgumont affecting
the merits of the bill. 1 will content
mysolf, howovor, with calling tbo at-

tention of the IIousoto tho fact that
this 1 one of tbo first bills to come
from tho committee on Insular affairs.
There arc a largo number of very im-

portant, bills there, one or two of
which have been roported out and nre

I nmv nn ttin nnlnnilnr nf tho TTniino. T

think the attention of tho member-
ship of tbo Houso ought to be called
to those matters on account of tho
great importance which attaches to
them. I believe with the gentleman
from Illinois that wo nre very .shortly
to bo brought face to faco with the
problem of tho disposition not only of
Porto Rico, not only of the Philippine
Islands, but with other territory as
well, and I realize that wo might just
as well commence to prepare our-

selves to faco those problems at this
time. I certainly believe that wo
should grant to these people at this
time American citizenship. They aro
citizens only of Porto Itlco, a most
anomalous position.

They were formerly citizens of
Spain. They are not recognized as
citizens of any country, and it seems
to me that their political status ought
to be fixed. Wo have taken this ter-
ritory. They have consented to bo-co-

a part of this country, and It
seems to mo that they aro entitled not
only to the protection, but to all tho
rights of American citizens. They are
a loyal people. They aro a people that
have given us no trouble and no ex-

pense. The community under our laws
is extremely prosperous. Wo have
thqre instituted our system of public
schools. Tho proportion of negro
blood is not much larger, if it is any
larger, in Porto Rico than it Is in tho
great State of South Carolina. And
I believe that while the quality of
citizenship is not as high as it ought
to be, yet they should be given the
privilege of American citizenship at
this time.

Evidence of Civilization.
Mr. Cooper of Wisconsin Mr. Speak-er- ,

the Republican platform of 1908
declared for citizenship for Porto
Rico. Applause. Why do gentle- -
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on thin floor who claim to Iw He- -

illlemiii riiHidmlH thni plunk of tlm
national platform? The Kenlloninn
from Toxaa Mr. Slayden, who baa
juat nddrestori the House, says that
the Porto Itlcnns can glvo tho world
no contribution to civilization. They
were so civilized, I Inform tho gentle-
man, that moro thnn a half century
ago they voluntarily enfranchised all
of tho slaves In tho Island nnd paid
tholr owners $30,000,000. raised by tax-

ing themselves. Applnuso. What
people has ever dono anything nobler
than thnt?

There Is another and controlling
repson why tho Porto Hlcans should
bo made citizens of tho United States.
Under the constitution wo have no
right to hold any people In subjection
to our laws forever unless they aro
citizens. And wo aro going to hold
Porto Rico forever. Why? Because
we are never going to glvo up tho
Panama Canal, and therefore the geo-

graphy of the situation" makes It ab-

solutely essential tha. we Insist upon
the permanent retention by tho Unit-

ed States of the Island of Porto Rico.
Wo shall not let It go to any foreign
power.

It Is a compact Island, about 90
miles by 40, whoso Inhabitants are
so intelligent and so civilized that tbo
monarchy of Spain permitted them to
send representatives to each of the
two branches of tho Spanish Cortes.

Mr. Slayden May .1 ask tho gentle-
man whether all tho people of tho is-

land were entitled to tho franchise?
Mr. Cooper No; not all; but fran-

chise and citizenship are entirely sop-arat- o

things.
Tho question we aro now consider-

ing relates to Porto Rico. As to the
retention of tho Philippine Islands,
that Is another question not now be-

fore us.
Should Keep Promises.

Mr. Helm of Kentucky Mr. Speaker,
I believe that a party, llko an in-

dividual, must keep Its promises. The
Individual who makes promises and
breaks them is a man who can not be
dopfended upon. A party that goes be-

fore the people and makes certain
pledges and promises to the effect that
if it Is intrusted with power it will do
certain things and then falls to carry
tboso pledges and promises Into exe-

cution can not long remain in power.
Applause on the Democratic side.
The Democratic party has pledged

citizenship to the Porto Ricans, and
It behooves tho Democrats to make
that promise good To my mind this
Is an Important act. Instead of stand-
ing here in this Houeo and reprobat-
ing our neighbors to the south of us,
wo should make friends of thorn. We
should cultivate the kindest relatlon--

lilp with them.
Thin little island of Porto Itloo lint

wilt hare na Ita representative men
who will compare quite favorably with
any mnn in this Houso. If tboy nro
treated fairly, and It wo ns Amorloans
extend to them tho blceslnps of citi-
zenship, you will with this llttlo Is-

land create an object lesson In tho
south sea islands thnt will win for
this government tho everlasting grati-
tude, respect, and lovo of not only tho
pcoplo of Porto Rico, but also of tho
other islanders who should bo our
natural nlttcs. Applause. It is in
that zono that our trado can bo de-

veloped and expanded. Wo should cul-

tivate good relations with them in-

stead of fomenting discord, ns I am
a llttlo slow to charge it to bo true
in the caso of Moxlco. But tho dis-

turbances that aio going on In Moxlco,
r nm afraid, find tholr origin back In
tho United States, and I am Borry if
that is true. Applause on the Demo-
cratic sido.J

Jones Is Surprised.
Mr. Jones (concluding) Mr. Speak-

er. I am very much surprised that
npnositlon to this measure should havo
como from two sUch distinguished gen-

tlemen os tho of this Houso
TMr. Cannon nnd tho leader of the
Renublican sldd of tho Houso Mr.
Mann'. j

Mr. Mann Why does tho gentle-mn- n

say that? I did not say anything
that, was opposed to the measure. I
pointed out some sections of tho
measure that apparently havo never
received tho careful consideration of
tho gentleman, but I said I was not
opposed to tho measure,

Mr. Jones I beg tho gentleman's
pardon. I drew tho conclusion and
I think naturally from tho criticisms
indulced in by tho gentleman that ho
was opposed to it. I am glad to know
that ho Is not opposed to 1L

Mr. Mann I beg the gentleman's
pardon. I did not mako any criticisms
of tho bill at all.

Mr. Jones Well, I did not mean to
bo understood as saying, Mr. Speaker,
that the gentleman criticized tho form
of tho bill. Tho gentleman criticized
tho principle embodied In tho bill.

Mr. Mann I beg tho gentleman's
pardon. I did nothing of the sort.

Mr. Jones I mean to say
Mr. Mann I decline to have that

statement go unchallenged.
Mr. Jones Tho gentleman contend-

ed that the people of Porto Rico would
have moro reason to ask for state-
hood If this bill were passed than they"
now havo to ask for citizenship.

Mr. Mann Is that a criticism of
tho bill?

Mr. Jones That is a criticism, or.

THING

At leant, I ro understood It. I under- -

itood Hint Ilia Rflntlemnn wna opposed
to tho bill for the reason thnt If Am
erican citizenship was conferred. upon
tho pooplo of Porto lllco (hoy would
thon ask for statehood, to which ho
was opposed. I am vory glad to know
that tho gentleman does not opposo
tho bill.

I cm very much surprised that tho
distinguished of this Houso
nhould opposo this bill.

If I remember aright tho gentleman
wv.i a member of tho last National

i Republican Convention; that ho was
ra most influential member of a nn- -

tlonal convention of his party which
unanimously declared it to bo the pur-Pes- o

of tho Republican party to glvo
collective citizenship to tho peoplo of
Porto Rico. Applause. This bill is
an honest expression of tho purpose
of tho majority in this Houbo to car-
ry out tho pledge contained in tho
Democratic platform to glvo tho peo-
plo of Porto Rico American citizen-
ship. Both of tho great political par-
ties have declared themselves in favor
of granting Amor'can cjtizcnshlp to
tho people of Porto Rico, and, as I
havo said, tho present Secretary of
War In his last annual report strongly
urged that this be done. I read from
bis report:

"I think tho tlrao is arriving if it has
not already arrived, when it is tho
part of honest and d states-
manship frankly to declare our posi-

tion as to tho ultimate Interrelation
between tho United States and Porto
Rico, so far as It is possible to do
so without unduly hampering the fut-

ure in wisely dealing with this prob-
lem."

Then tho Secretary proceeds to say
In regard to the deslro of the Porto
HI cans for citizenship:

'T bollevo tho demand is just; that
It is amply earned by sustained loyal-
ty; and that it should bo granted."

Mr. Speaker, tbo gentleman from
Illinois Mr. Mann did say, and I
think ho will not question this state
ment, that ho seriously doubled tho
correctness of tho legal proposition
which I laid down that tho peoplo of
Porto Rico woro already citizens of
tho United States.

Mr. Mann I havo no doubt of it
at all. w

Mr. Jones Although he questioned
tho correctness of that proposition, he
did not discuss it. He did not under-
take to point out why section 1891 of
tho Revised Statutes did not make the
Porto Ricans citizens of the United (

States. Tho present attorney general
of Porto Rico, who has given great
thought and study to this subject, ap-

peared before tho Insular Affairs Com-

mittee and declared It to bo his opin
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ion that the pple of Porto ltlflo
witre now oltlzeiw of tho United 81 ate

Mr. Cannon Will tho gentleman
yield for n quostlon?

Mr. Jones Cortnlnly.
Mr. Cannon H thai bo true, what

Is tho necessity for this legislation?
Mr. Jones The necessity for this

legislation arises from tho fact, ns
this report states, and ns I havo al-

ready stated, that tho authorities In
this country and in Porto Rico havo
not placed tho interpretation upon sec-
tion 1891 which hns boon placed upon
it by tho attorney genornl of Porto
Rico and many other learned and emi-
nent lawyers. Porto Rico, for some
reason Inoxpllcablo to mo, Is not hold
to bo an organized Territory within
tho meaning of soctlon 1891 of tho
Revised Statutes of the United States.

Tho Speaker Tho tlmo of tho gen-

tleman has expired. All tlmo has ex-

pired. Tho question is on suspending
the rules and passing the bill.

Tho question was taken; nnd two-third- s

having voted in tho afllrmatlvc,
tho rules wero suspended, nnd tho hill
was passed.
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